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. - By FULTON LEWIS, JR. ’
“WASHINGTON, Malch 19-In the ‘final cold analysxs, the' ’o

s

UL (P

ﬂ%z%’(r’f

" ‘moral solvency of Radio Free Europe hmges on one question . °

t alone: the content of the broadcasts which {iey transmit from :
thelr comiplex of transmxttexs in Germany and Portugal. ..

RFE’s claim is thatit’ ‘broadcasts the messagc of truth, and
" truth is the constant slogan of all activities. - |
~- _Apropos of this, I have obtained a consxdelahle array of RFE
§- scripts, in various languages, with_translations by .their own.
{_personnel so there can be no claim That I dlstmted the sense in -

! puttmg thesé broadcasts mto Enghsh - ) i
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THE FIRST one I p1cked up, stuctly at random, was one of the
“"regular Sunday night effusions of Ferdinand Peroutka, top head
. of the Czechoslovakian desk, with ‘Headquaiteis in New York.
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My first comment,.as one with some little professional radio : '

This is sxgmmc’ant because It reflects one. of the basic vul-
T nerabilities of the whole operation, from top on .down. . o
Radio Free Eidrope is not manned by successful professional :
expens in the field of radio or news or politics or propaganda. .
It is staffed, instead, by friends of influential pgople. including
the Président and Secretdxy of State Dulles. They have no under-
=ctanditig of .the fact that radio listening is one of the most hxghly .
_competitive marketplaces, in the world. :
In other words, there is a-very important thmg known as
Hstening audience which every program must build for itself on-
mevit. Ml‘ Peroutka does not have it. '
All of which suggests that very few people in Czechoslovakxa

are listening to Mr.. Peroutka, so perhaps he’s not important. - -
What he . says in this' script is most important, however,

because it represents official RFE policy and a dcmonstlatlon, at,.
top level, of RFE’s concept of “tzuth " ;

It HAS TO DO:with Khrushchev and }us staius as successor :
to Josef Stalin. It says that Khrushchev’s pohc1es are not im- "
_ portant, because he only represents the thinking and demands or
the Russian people. “The entire Russian society is on the move,”. .,
! Mr. Peroutka says to the people of Czechoslovakia, and “Khrish-
chev does not carry it on his back, it carries him , . . since the i
times of Lerin and Stalin, the entlre ‘background has changed ... .

. the limits of what Khrushchev can or cannot do dre determmed :
i by the maturing of the Russian. nation.” '
t By way of trying to prove  this mc1ed1ble hogwash, Mr,
¢ Peroutka says that Khrushchev has’resorted o the use ‘of “popular .
! slogans” such as “Western politicians use prior.to elections.” Then:
| “The progressing democratization in. Russia revealg itself by 4

}

" -compelling the leaders to resort to demagogy, because it is not
.enough to convince the Polithuro or the Central Committee, ' -

and they feel the strong urge to win the people to their side.” °

! experierice myself, -is that it is not competent radio material, ! -

Mr. Peroutka then states arbitrarily that- Khrushchev has : 2

H embarked upon a program of economic m'§,enu alization -in Russia*

: (for which T am_ unable to find any substaiiiiation whatsoever) and 7
v says that ‘this is alvays the forerunner éf-political decentraliza-
"tion.” *Another wmd for it -he:says, “is the forerunner of.
. deraocratization.” .

- This is the “itruth” that RFE is telling .to the people of
Czechwlovakm—-that Khrushchev is the servant of the Russian ™ -
. people, and that in order to stay In power, he has to obey thelr ..
+will, We'll look at some others at a later dale.\
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